Abstract. The Brazilian HCI community first started organizing itself in 1997 and after 10 years has grown and consolidated itself nationally and internationally.
Research in HCI in Brazil started in the end of 80´s and beginning the 90´s. At that time there were a few researchers who were interested in the discipline. By the end of 90´s, although some of these researchers had been doing work on HCI for a decade, there was no HCI community in Brazil. In 1997, after some Ph.D. students participated in CHI 2007 they thought it would be interesting to find out who was working with HCI in Brazil. With the support of Professor Clarisse de Souza they started the efforts in that direction. The first step was to create a website containing the information on people (mainly professors and grad students) working in the field and their work.
In that same year at CHI, Richard Anderson who was SIGCHI Chair for Local Chapters at the time encouraged the group to create a Brazilian Local Chapter. The Brazilian Local Chapter (or BR-CHI) was created as a prospective chapter [1] . BR-CHI allowed us to exchange experiences with different HCI communities worldwide that were facing or had faced similar challenges as the ones ahead of us trying to consolidate the Brazilian HCI community. Also it played an important role as the first formal HCI organization in which people working or interested in the field in Brazil could get in touch with or become a member of.
The following year, 1998, the first HCI event (IHC) was organized in Brazil as a 3 day workshop organized within the Brazilian Symposium on Software Engineering. 
